
ChatterBox Pavilion - design for a multicultural 
pavilion in Portsmouth.
At the beginning of 2019 Helena Kranjc and 
Pepe Sánchez-Molero submitted their entry for 
the design competition ‘Multicultural City’ at the 
School of Architecture of the University of Ports-
mouth. The brief was to create an inclusive space 
that would represent both the city and the people 
who live in it. The concept was to create wooden 
frames with tiles that turn on which different illus-
trations, designs, photographs and graphics ex-
press the potential and beauty of multiculturalism 
in Portsmouth.

It was a great opportunity as outsiders to learn from the diverse population of Portsmouth about them 
and their home. As exchange students from Slovenia and Spain/Germany we spent our year abroad 
in the University of Portsmouth thanks to the ERASMUS+ scholarship, which celebrates international 
relationships between European universities.

We decided to use our design not as the main result of the pavilion but as a stage to showcase voices 
of all kinds of people who live in Portsmouth, regardless of their age, gender, nationality, ability, sexu-
ality, occupation, education, … In order to do so, our concept was open for development and actively 
engaged the collaboration with ‘Chat over Chai’, a local NGO that woks with mostly BAME women with 
immigration background who live in the city. 

It was very im-
portant for us to 
not only present 
this project from 
our English/Euro-
pean perspective 
but to break with 
a patriarchal and 
colonised point of 
view often found 
in Portsmouth: 
from street names 
to historically rel-
evant figures, it 
appears that one 
certain kind of 
ethnicity and gen-
der is represent-
ed in the history 
of Portsmouth. 
We actively 
worked against 
this through the 
people engaged 
in the project and 
the designs on 
the tiles.

The graphic works on the frames of the pavilion 
are a variety of both contents and techniques, 
most of them designed by Illustration and Archi-
tecture students, they include: 
Photographs and collages of local artists and col-
laborating NGOs, games for children with colour-
ful motives, a map of Portsmouth and its most 
iconic places, a series of interesting questions 
quizzing the users on facts about Portsmouth 
and its diverse inhabitants, a collection of influen-
tial figures that shaped the history of this city, etc.
 
Especially on these last two topics we made sure 
to have an intersectional look on the past of the 
city to decolonise assumptions and ideas about 
who has had a positive impact on Portsmouth.

The participation throughout the project didn’t 
end before construction. The School of Architec-
ture was able to engage around 20 students of 
all years to help us with the construction. With the 
help of Guido Robazza, tutor at the School and 
organiser of the competition, we developed the 
conception of the construction and we coordi-
nated the works on the construction site in Sep-
tember. Again, the women from ‘Chat over Chai’ 
participated both painting tiles and helping build 
the pavilion. During the process of the construc-
tion week we realised that the vast majority of 
people engaged in the project were either foreign 
like us or had an immigration background: from 
us designers, to tutors, students, members of the 
collaborative NGOs, etc. We had all collectively 
created a multicultural space, both figuratively 
and physically.

We find that the ChatterBox pavilion was a success us designers, for the participants and even the 
users that get to use the pavilion nowadays. We are proud to jave created a public installation that 
respects and celebrates diversity and equal opportunities in Portsmouth. In a context as the University 
of Portsmouth, with such a diverse group of student body and staff, in a society that is increasingly 
diverse, and in a political climate that often forgets to include minorities, we think that our duty is to 
actively question established structures of oppression and decolonise the curriculum and learn from 
each other, especially of those people who are often neglected by society in Europe and the UK.


