
The	Portsmouth	Corset,	is	a	collaboration	between	Nicola	Crowson
and	Tina	Bird	Wallbridge	with	Vollers	Corsets	the	last	Corsetry
company	to	remain	on	the	island	of	Portsmouth.	

	

www.vollers-corsets.com	

This	digital	sketchbook	summarises	4	exciting	days	spent	as	part
of	a	community	of	makers	at	spudWORKS	in	Sway,	New	Forest.

The	OBSERVATORY	designed	by	Feilden	Clegg	Bradley	Studios
Became	our	working	space	and	home	for	one	week.	

Through	drawings,	mappings,	models	and	explorations	(2d	to	3D)

we	aimed	to	capture	and	contrast	the	feminine	qualities	to	the
masculinity	of	the	Naval	fortified	city.	

Uncovering	and	revealing	the	stories	and	lost	histories	of	the

women	of	the	naval	city.	

		
This	project	is	to	be	continue	in	future	visits	to	the	studio.	
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Situating	our	practice:	

		

Our	 reason	 to	 work	 collaboratively	 is	 to	 put

forward	our	practice	for	discussion	and	to	develop

our	 research	 through	 practice.	 We	 are	 exploring

the	current	themes:

-	 Part	 of	 continuing	 practice	 and	 research

exploring	 how	 stories	 form	 spatial	 textiles

(Fangqing	 Lu	 2016),	 which	 can	 structure,	 inform
and	enhance	our	understanding	of	cities	and	place

(context).	

-	 Uncovering/peeling	 back	 layers	 of	 stories	 and
historic	 maps	 	 in	 order	 to	 reinterpret	 our

understanding	 of	 context	 	 and	 inform

contemporary	architectural	and	urban	design	that

resonates	in	place.
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DAY	1

Research	 and	 mapping	 corset	 and	 stay	 manufacture	 in

Portsmouth	on	historic	maps	

Created	overlays	

Starting	to	look	at	the	Ravelins	as	masculine	(aggressive)forms

and	the	softer	texture	of	the	field	patterns	

Overlaying	edges,	Ravelins,	Grid	using	charcoal,	pen	and	 light

boxes	to	reveal	layers	

Residential	grid	revealing	the	domestic	nature	of	much	of	 the

corset	manufacture	and	finishing	

Lots	of	drawing	together,	co-drawing	

Scale	 shift:	 of	 the	 City	 to	 the	 domestic	 street	 to	 the	 body

…….this	informed	our	second	day.

DAY	2

Research	corsetry	–	relationship	of	London	as	the	centre	of	the

design	 ‘houses’	 and	 its	 link	 to	 the	 cheap	 female	 labour	 of

Portsmouth	(Naval	wives)	

	

Layering	 and	 surface	 to	 expose	 patterns	 of	 the	 city	 (Nigel

Peake-like	drawings)	

Creations	of	 the	 first	Xrays	–	 like	Xrays	of	 the	skeleton	 in	 the

corset	

Working	method,	working	separately	–	TBW	drawing	and	paint,

NC	 stitching	 and	 drawings	 then	 bringing	 the	 drawings

together	at	lunchtime	

Playing	 with	 the	 light	 box	 to	 create	 images	 and	 photos	 of

layered	drawings	that	shift	scale	

Continuing	 XRay	 to	 explore	 scale	 shift	 with	 corset	 and	 body,

city	and	corset,	street	and	fastening	

notes	from

the	studio



Experiments	 with	 temporary	 layering,	 cutting	 drawings,	 so

they	only	exist	in	a	new	image	of	photo	–	assemblage	

Unpacking	 the	 Ravelins	 to	 inform	 3D	 pattern	 making	 from

mapping	data	

Cutting	into	the	Ravelins		

DAY	3

Pattern	making	enquiry	2D	to	3D	to	2D	–	Ravelins	as	pattern	

Working	method,	working	separately	–	NC	playing	with	surface

and	stitch,	TBW	playing	with	geometry	and	dymaxion	mapping

–	2D	to	3D,	then	bringing	the	drawings	together	at	lunchtime	

Less	Drawing	and	more	construction,	starting	to	look	towards	a

possible	output	

DAY	4	
		

Wanting	to	reflect	on	Vollers	and	our	collaboration	

Pattern	making	and	city	mapping	from	the	Voller	corsets	

Stitching	by	machine	and	hand	finishing	relating	to	fabrics	and

maps	and	layers/	assemblage	

De-constructing	and	re-assembling	

Looking	back	at	narratives	and	finding	people	and	their	stories

Dymaxion	 geometry	 for	 globe	 too	 square	 and	 ‘masculine’,

Corset	 patterns	 more	 concave	 but	 with	 some	 convex	 in	 the

sequence	

Enjoying	 stitch	 and	 scale	 shift	 from	 corset	 to	 pin	 globes	 of

assembled	maps.	

		

TO	BE	CONTINUED		.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	



Nicola	Crowson	 Tina	Bird	Wallbridge
An	 Architect	 and	 designer	 who	 explores

textile	mappings	of	place	and	explores	how

these	relate	to	architecture.	

Nicola's	 work	 interests	 are	 the	 phenomena

of	architecture	and	a	tectonic	manifestation

of	 architectural	 ideas.	 This	 is	 especially

evident	 in	 my	 postgraduate	 design	 studio

(Architecture	 Future	 Studio	 (E))	 where	 the

key	themes	of	travel,	transgression,	cultural

understanding	and	representation	are	used

to	empower	learning.	This	 is	the	foundation

of	my	research	interests.	

Mapping,	 making	 and	 drawing	 are

fundamental	 aspects	 to	 my	 practice.	 Their

use	to	expose	the	complex	layering	of	place

and	 development	 of	 meaningful

architectural	proposals.	Using	techniques	or

narrative	 writing,	 stitch,	 fabric,	 mono	 print

and	 line.	 My	 work	 is	 varied	 and	 place

specific.	

paintings	 in	 both	 public	 and	 private

ownership.	

Research	through	making	comprises	identity

in	 place	 and	 research	 through	 making/

crafting,	 material	 practice.	 On-going

research	 projects	 investigate	 how

‘overwriting’	 place	 with	 cultural	 heritage,

experience	 and	 narrative	 utilising

cartography	 methodology	 can	 deepen

contextual	 understanding	 and	 inform

authentic	 contemporary	 place-making	 and

design.	 In	 parallel	 examining	 how	 research

through	 making	 can	 synthesise	 theory	 and

creativity	 together	 to	 inform	 Architecture,

Art	 and	 Design	 Education	 and	 Practice.

Studio	 pedagogy	 and	 practice	 currently

reflects	 this	 methodology.	 Work	 with

students	 has	 also	 been	 regularly	 exhibited

publicly	 in	 Art	 Galleries/Public	 venues	 and

involved	 collaboration	 with	 local

stakeholders	 in	 the	City/location	concerned

in	 order	 to	 engage	 debate	 and

conversations	 in	 place	 and	 give	 agency	 to

place-making	thinking	and	re-imagining.	
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