
Co-Inquiry #1 Maps
We invite you to create a personal map of the local urban common you visit - The Downs, 
Bristol; Mousehold Heath, Norwich; Town Moor, Newcastle or Valley Gardens, Brighton. 
You can fill in the blank spaces often left in a typical map of urban green spaces with your 
own places of interest, recalled events and unique observations. Take a walk, run, stroll or 
cycle around the area and chart the sites that are important to you, the features you might 
like to change and the things you notice along the way. You can choose to sketch out your 
own map or annotate the one we have provided. 

Below are some tips to help guide your map-making. The guide has been produced in 
collaboration with students at the School of Architecture, Newcastle University and 
regular visitors to the Town Moor.

Field Guide
Take a journey around your urban common and plot the places and 
things of interest along the way. 

As you travel around and survey the common, use these questions to 
prompt your observations.

Where do I feel welcome, calm, playful, thoughtful, 
stressed, joyful, nostalgic, relaxed?
Where does the past rise to the surface?
Will I noticed something new today?
What name would I give this path, track, hollow?
Where are there monsters?
Who or what do I connect with?
What fantasy future could be acted out here?

Draw icons, make sketches or take photographs to plot locations onto 
your map.

In-Common Sites 

Participatory Mapping Activities on the Town Moor, Newcastle created by students at the Newcastle School of Architecture activities with 
regular Moor visitors. Wastes and Strays April 2021. Images reproduced with thanks to the Newcastle School of Architecture. 
Participant drawing of the boardwalk on Walthamstow Marshes. Tales from the Marsh. 2016. 
Town Moor, Newcastle. Wastes and Strays. Feb 2021. Image by Sarah Bird. 



Jot text down for your map. Label places and paths. Note a personal anecdote 
attached to a particular spot. Share a local myth.

Make your map. Now that you have made your explorations, you can 
chart your images and notes into a map. There are different ways to 
create a map. You could take a bird’s eye view or create a panoramic

A camera or smartphone with a camera function.
Something to make notes on - a notebook, post-it notes, luggage tags. 
Drawing materials.
Our map of your urban common to mark down locations. 
A snack and a drink of water.
An appetite for discovery.

Things to Take with You

Find a place to stop and take in a panoramic view. Stand and slowly turn around 
on the spot and scan the horizon. 

image. You could sketch out a map or annotate our map; draw all your features into the 
map, or cut and paste images and text onto it. If you have an iPhone, you can use its geo-
tagging feature to generate a map with the locations where you took your photos. There 
are examples of all these options on the next page. 

How to Share your Map

Map section of the Town Moor, Newcastle created by students at the Newcastle School of Architecture through participatory mapping 
activities with regular Moor visitors. Wastes and Strays April 2021. Image reproduced with thanks to the Newcastle School of Architecture. 

Please scan or photograph your map and share a digital 
copy with us. You can also send your photographs or 
scanned sketches and handwritten text ane we will add 
them to a larger project map. 

To send us your digital images, you can use the file 
upload function in our online form. It can be accessed 
here or by scanning the QR code. 

Alternatively, email your images to Siobhan at 
urbancommonsfutures@port.ac.uk. 

https://forms.gle/M3ZxoQCvvFCGTBXo9
mailto:urbancommonsfuture%40port.ac.uk?subject=


A Bird’s Eye View map drawn, painted or printed. Locations and recalled events are 
drawn on, with routes features and features labelled. In the first map, the drawn place 
images have been digitally edited into the map. You can stick pictures or text onto your 
map by hand, or if you don’t want to cover the map, you can use pins and string to ‘tie’ 
place images to your locations. You can also simply draw the whole map. 

A Panoramic View map sketched over several pieces of paper collaged together stuck a 
long a piece of card that folds into a concertina book. 

Maps

Walthamstow Marshes Book created by Jo Robinson. Tales from the Marsh. 2016. Image by Siobhan O’Neill

Map of Walthamstow Marshes by Jo Robinson. Tales from the Marsh. 2016. 
Map of Walthamstow Marshes by Jo Robinson with linked images and stories.  
Tales from the Marsh exhibition. Oct 2016. Image Siobhan O’Neill



Screenshot of Town Moor map on iphone. Wastes and 
Strays. Feb 2021. Image by Sarah Bird. 

A Phone Map generated through the Photos app on an iPhone. Using the geotagging 
function in the app, a student at the Newcastle School of Architecture created this map of 
locations where she took photographs of the Town Moor. 

Find Out How To Do This
First, you’ll need to tag your photos with 
geolocations so that you’ll know where you took each 
photo. To do this, you’ll need to turn on Location 
Services for your Camera. 

Tap onto Settings.
Scroll down and Tap onto Privacy. 
Tap onto Location Services and make sure they are 
ON.
Swipe down to the Camera app icon. Tap onto 
Camera and allow location access by selecting While 
Using the App.   
Now when you take photos, the location data will be 
saved along with them. 

After taking your photos in your urban common, 
this is how to view them on a map. 

Tap into your Photos app. 
Navigate to your Library.
Tap on the 3 dots ... in the top right corner of the 
screen.
Tap onto Show Map from the dropdown menu. 
A map comes up with photo locations marked on it. 
Zoom into your urban common location by pinching 
your fingers and drawing them apart on the screen. 
Now you can take a screenshot of your map. 

Thank you for participating in In-Commons Sites and for all your contributions. 

If you would like to share your images and thoughts with other urban commoners, 
please join our Urban Commons Futures Facebook Group. This is a private group for 
project participants only. You can find us here: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
urbancommonsfutures

Note: If you take several photos in one location, only one image will show on the map. The 
blue circle with a number illustrates how many photos have been taken at that location.  

We hope you enjoy your #1 Maps co-inquiry

https://www.facebook.com/groups/urbancommonsfutures
https://www.facebook.com/groups/urbancommonsfutures

