
Co-Inquiry #3 Wildlife
Urban commons play a key role in sustaining habitat diversity in our cities.  Whether it’s 
the newly established wildflower borders of Valley Gardens or the expansive grasslands 
of the Town Moor, each of our case study commons maintains a unique environment 
that nurtures an ecological community. As nature conservation sites, The Downs 
and Mousehold Heath preserve wildlife-rich areas and help to protect rare species of 
mammals, invertebrates and birds. 

We invite you to reflect on your relationships with the animals that cohabit your urban 
common with you. Take a walk around the area and record the creatures you encounter 
- both wildlife and domesticated animals. The coexistence of human and non-human 
animals is complex. Where a weasel popping up induces delight, the scurrying rat 
provokes the alarm of a ‘pest’. Tell us a story of a memorable animal encounter. 

Field Guide

In-Common Sites 

Take a walk around your urban common and look out for traces of 
animal habitation. Take a tip from a bird watcher and keep your eyes 
peeled for movement, then you might catch sight of a squirrel, blackbird 
or butterfly.  

As you walk, take photographs of your encounters with wildlife. You 
might snap a creature on the move. Or capture signs of habitation - a 
nest, footprints, droppings, perhaps. Remember to zoom in close to spy 
critters who live on the micro-scale.

Image by students at the Newcastle School of Architecture. Wastes and Strays. Apr 2021. 

Images 1 & 3 - Mousehold Heath, Norwich. Wastes and Strays. May 2021. Image by Siobhan O’Neill. 
Image 2 & 4 - Walthamstow Marshes. Detecting the Commons. April 2021. Image by Siobhan O’Neill. 



Think back to a memorable moment when you encountered an animal in your 
urban common. It may be from your recent exploration or a past recollection. Let 
the memory fill your imagination in all its sensory detail... what can you hear...
smell...see...feel? Take time to recall the details. Close your eyes if it helps. From 
the fragment of memory, let a whole story emerge. What is happening...has just 
happened...is about to happen? Whisper the elements of your story to yourself. 

Write your story down. Write it in the present tense, as if it were happening now. 
Or record yourself speaking it. You can use a smartphone to do this. 

You can choose to do the next creative task in your urban common or at home if you like. 

Divide your story into six to eight different events. Sketch an image or 
find a photograph to illustrate each event. Lay out the images and text 
into sections on your storyboard. Either draw your own storyboard or 
cut and paste your work onto the template, either digitally or by hand 
using a printout. 

Create a storyboard for your memory story. A storyboard is a way to illustrate 
different events along the arc of a story. It is often used when creating a film. 
Look at the example below created for a tale about walking with cows. A 
template storyboard has been included in your pack, or you can sketch your own. 

Storyboard Title: Walking with Cows  
Image 1

Image 2

Image 3

This was a long time ago, about 6 years ago and it was a time when 

they used to have cows, I think they still do have cows on the 

marshes from time to time. And I was on my own and there’s a 

part of the marshes that has a...

...boardwalk running across through the... from the canal sort of

through the marshes. And it was new this boardwalk and I  

thought “oh that looks good, that’s exciting I’m going to have a 

walk on this boardwalk”. 

And the cows were in the marshes and...

Note down the names of creatures you encounter, look up any names you do 
not know. Tally the number of times you see or hear each species. Record how 
you and the animal react to the encounter - startled stillness, flight, disinterest, 
delight.



If you are comfortable using PowerPoint, you can create a short film version 
of your story using the images and storyboard. Click on the title to watch the 
Walking with Cows example. There is a guide on how to do this below. 
Alternatively, send me your photos and text, and I will create a film for you. 

Open Powerpoint and click Blank Presentation. 
Create a number of PowerPoint slides to correspond with the images on your 
storyboard. It is easiest if you select Blank slides from the New Slide option. 
Add your images - either the photographs you have taken or scans of your 
sketches. To add an image to a PowerPoint slide - click Insert, click Pictures, 
select an image, and click Insert. Note: you may need to select Photo Browser or 
Picture from File depending on where you stored the images on your computer. 
If you want, add a film title on the first slide and credits at the end. To add text 
to a Powerpoint slide - Click Insert, click Text Box, click and drag your mouse 
across the area in which you want to create the text box, and enter text. 
Save your presentation. 

Create a Powerpoint presentation using your storyboard to order the images. 

Record your story and presentation as a film. 

Open Quicktime Player, click File and select New Screen Recording. 
Open your PowerPoint presentation onto the fullscreen/slide show mode. 
Start telling your story. Use your storyboard to help you recall the text and when 
to flip your PowerPoint slides to the next image. It’s a good idea to rehearse your 
story presentation a couple of times beforehand to practice the transitions. 
When you finish storytelling, allow a couple of seconds and then switch back to 
Quicktime Player to stop the recording. 
You will want to cut off a few seconds at the beginning and end of your video 
where you were setting up or moving the mouse to stop the recording. To do this, 
click Edit and select trim. 
Save your film.

https://vimeo.com/579875434.


How to Share your Animal Encounters
Please send your photographs, scanned sketches and 
any notes, and I will collate them into a wildlife field 
guide. If you create a film of your story, you can upload 
it using the video file uploader. If not, you can send a 
copy of your storyboard, and I will create the film for 
you. 

You can use the file upload function in our online form 
to send us your digital images and recordings. It can be 
accessed here or by scanning the QR code. 

Alternatively, email your work to Siobhan at 
urbancommonsfutures@port.ac.uk. 

https://forms.gle/zVK8p2RuyQvejqSz7
mailto:urbancommonsfutures%40port.ac.uk?subject=

