
Co-Inquiry #6 Protest

Field Guide

In-Common Sites 

Take a walk around your urban common and look out for signs of 
protest. Snap a picture or make a sketch. 

Urban Commons have long been places where townspeople have publicly aired political 
concerns. Our Town Moor examples focused on mass meetings for universal suffrage.  Yet, 
modes of protest have ranged from encampments occupying the common for weeks to 
soapbox raconteurs addressing a speaker’s corner crowd. Issues have also varied with the 
times, from objections to land enclosures - Kett’s Rebellion on Mousehold Heath (1549); to 
criticisms of rising unemployment - The Downs (1921); and demonstrations for peace - The 
Level (1983). More recently, disquiet over environmental futures has found a natural home 
in urban green spaces. Whether articulating a local matter - the removal of trees to extend 
a roundabout (Town Moor, 2016), or a global movement - the Day for Climate Justice held 
in advance of COP 26 (The Level, 2021). I wonder how many citizens realised this use of 
Brighton’s Level relates to local byelaws, which uphold the age-old right of public protest 
on the former common land? A right under debate today, as ‘The Crime and Police Bill’ 
passes through Parliament, with its potential to restrict future peaceful dissent. 

In this co-inquiry, we invite you to think about forms of dissent in your urban common. 
Take a walk and look for signs of protest. There may be evidence of public demonstrations 
that have or will take place - a poster or flyer, perhaps. Or you may have attended a rally 
and have a photo to share. Keep an eye out for other types of resistance. You could pick 
up on the theme of environmental justice and speculate on how non-human inhabitants 
protest in the commons - in the way a tree resists a fence, for example. Protest aims to 
bring about change, so we invite you to write a manifesto to share you vision of your 
urban common in the future. Then, distill your manifesto into a six-point Charter. 

Images 1: #2 Signs, The Level, Brighton. Image 2: #2 Signs, Mousehold Heath. Images by Siobhan O’Neill. Wastes and Strays.  2021.
Image 3: #2 Signs, The Level, Brighton. Image by Yali. Wastes and Strays.  2021.

Jot down any interesting snippets of text you see printed on posters or graffiti to 
create a word bank of protest vocabulary. 



Images 1 & 3. Boundary Walks, Walthamstow Marshes. Images by Siobhan O’Neill. Detecting the Commons. 2021
Image 3: Valley Gardens, Brighton. Image by Siobhan O’Neill. Wastes and Strays.  2021.

Pay attention to the demands of other inhabitants. Be playful, view 
the urban common imaginatively from the perspective of non-human 
others. Capture their resistance - in a photo, a drawing or in words. 

A good way to explore your vision for the future is to write a manifesto for urban green 
space. A manifesto is a statement of principles and a call to action. It is a declaration of 
what you believe, what you intend to do and the kind of future you wish to create. Your 
key points can be distilled to form a Charter. The aim is to rally the reader to your vision, 
so provoke hope, courage, curiosity, excitement, audacity. 

A Charter for Urban Green Space

Think about the future of your urban common - how would you like to see it 
protected or improved in the future? Reflect on the environment and how it is 
used and managed. But also give yourself space to dream, to imagine alternatives. 

Grab a notebook and write “I believe ...” at the top of a blank page, then 
think of ways to complete the statement. Journeying freely generate as many 
alternative endings as come to mind. On the next page, write “I want ...” 
at the top and fill in the blank space with how you want to change your urban 
green. Lastly, write “I know ...” and jot down some significant truths. These 
can be things you’ve learnt from previous experience, wisdom passed down from 
family and friends, or inspiration you’ve gathered from books, films, people you 
admire. Remember - pen for five minutes on each prompt.

To create your manifesto, you are going to free-write in response to three prompts. Free 
writing is a way to quickly capture ideas as they occur in your mind without judging or 
editing as you go. Think of it as brainstorming solo. Free writing works best when you 
commit to a time limit and keep your pen moving continuously on the page. Set your 
timer to five minutes for each prompt. Keep going even if your phrases repeat, contradict, 
fragment, veer off direction - listen to your inner monologue and follow. 



Create a sign to illustrate your manifesto. Use a photo taken in the 
common or sketch a picture. Make the image bold and eyecatching. 
Borrow a graphic from a protest poster you saw on your journey. 

Blend your image and text 
together in whatever way you like 
- a cut-and-paste collage, cartoon 
or digital poster. It may announce 
points of a Charter or convey a 
simple message. 

Without a 
vision for 
tomorrow hope 
is impossible. 
Our visions 
for tomorrow 
are most vital 
when they 
emerge from 
the concrete 
circumstances 
of change 
we are 
experiencing 
right now. 

Pablo Freire 

Read through your manifesto notes. 
Underline the phrases that are most 
resonant for you. These could be the 
ideas and feelings you connect with or 
the most effective turns of phrase. 

Work with your highlighted text to 
draft your manifesto. Take inspiration 
from the Chartists - outline key points 
and pen arguments for each, write a 
rallying cry in the style of a radical 
speaker, or make a list of rights.  

Look at The Charter for Parks for a 
current example of a six-point Charter 
and manifesto. Link to their website at 
https://parkscharter.org.uk/. 

This activty was adapted from an 
exercise by artist-scholars Leslie Hill 
and Helen Paris.   

Images 1: #5 Boundary, The Level, Brighton. Images by Siobhan O’Neill. Wastes and Strays. 2021. Image 2: by Siobhan O’Neill.  
Image 3: #6 Protest Sign based on a photo taken by participant Robert Stubbs on Mousehold Heath, Norwich. Wastes and Strays. 2021.

https://parkscharter.org.uk/


A camera or smartphone with a camera function.
Something to note down words of protest - a notebook, a piece of paper. 
Art materials, if you want to sketch. 
Write your manifesto and craft your Charter in the warm at home. 

Things to Take with You

How to Share your Protest exploration
Please send your Charter, manifesto, image and any 
photographs, sketches or notes you created so we can 
collate them into a field guide on protest. 

You can use the file upload function in our online form 
to send us your digital images and recordings. It can be 
accessed here or by scanning the QR code. 

Alternatively, email your work to Siobhan at 
urbancommonsfutures@port.ac.uk.

https://forms.gle/kjQmconYicL8w8199
mailto:urbancommonsfutures%40port.ac.uk.?subject=

