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Students begin the Charrette day by interrogating 
the Eco-House design brief



In addition, it is understood that English Heritage and the 
local council are in full support of the venture. However, it is 
anticipated that the move will be slow, relying primarily on work 
carried out on a voluntary basis. 

The clients are now in need of skilled volunteers to help deliver 
the project, and keen to involve students of the Faculty of 
Creative and Cultural Industries in some way; whether this is 
by helping to produce design proposals, physical labour etc.

Project Brief, The Project Office, 2014

The existing WW1 Remembrance Centre is currently housed at 
Fort Widley, Portsdown Hill Road. Set up to display artefacts, 
reproduction exhibits and memorabilia from World War One, 
complete with walk through trench system. However, as a 
Grade 1 listed building, there is limited access via a steep 
staircase. In order to grow the exhibition to a National collection, 
the Museum plans to move to a new location at Bastion 6, part 
of the Hillsea Lines. 

Completed in 1871 as part the Palmerston Fortification Strategy, 
Bastion 6 is a Scheduled Monument protected by the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. The red brick 
casement, with bombproof vaulted ceilings, was “designed to 
provide gun emplacements which afforded protection to the 
guns and their crews. The gun positions were arranged along 
the front of the casemate in a long room known as the gun 
gallery. Behind the gun positions were rooms, separated by 
curved corrugated iron blast shields, each of which provided 
living accommodation for five men. The guns in the casemates 
provided cross-fire to prevent the enemy crossing Ports Creek 
and to provide low profile fire along the front of the lines. A 
typical layout consisted of 2 gun galleries, various armaments 
stores, 9 accommodation rooms, a cook house and a wash 
room.” (Extract from Hillsea Lines leaflet)

It is understood that Bastion 6 will be renovated to house the 
WW1 Remembrance Museum collection, and the move will also 
facilitate the upgrade of the collection to a National Museum 
status. 

Currently the building is in an uninhabitable state, but under 
continuous renovations to bring the building back to a habitable 
state. With voluntary contributions from the Armed Forces, Skills 
Force and other interested parties, tasks such as stripping lead 
paint from the vaulted ceilings, and woodwork repairs to the 
fenestration, have already begun.
Left: Students developing survey drawings
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The ambition of this five-day event is to work with the Project 
Manager and Director of the Museum by undertaking a measured 
building survey of the existing Bastion 6 casement building.

The task which the students of the University of Portsmouth 
School of Architecture and Interior Architecture had was to 
produce existing plans, elevations and sections for use by the 
client in the design development of the project. 



Students were given a tour around the site, 
learning about the context and history from 
both Charles Haskell and Ben French; the
clients for this project.  
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TH Design @TomHuddDesign
Looking through the survey
scope, measuring levels



Students explore and take measurements
of every part of the building...



Sarah Roberts @IntArchitect_SR
Successful first day! Building measured 
with plans and elevations drawn up. 
Bring on the sections tomorrow!





Crucial to their understanding of surveying, students 
created atmospheric and technical sketches to allow 
them to better understand the building.
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Students produced accurate detail drawings of Bastion 6 to 
understand how different parts of the building fit together in 
relation to the rest of the structure. 
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Ben French @ben_french
Certainly Some Amazing Work !! 
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The Project Office @poarchitecture
Client presentation has gone 
very well! Brilliant!

Rudy Zissou @rudy_zissou
... One of the most enjoyable and 
toughest weeks ever. It was awesome.



The presentation took place in the form of an exhibition, 
displaying the vast variety of work produced by all 
groups throughout the week.
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“I thoroughly enjoyed my experience working within The 
Project Office. I had no previous experience in surveying 
apart from using a tape measure, so to have two intense days 
of understanding new equipment and learning traditional 
methods was educational. From using dumpy levels, lasers, 
total stations, to actually physically counting bricks was both 
exciting and challenging. It was my first ‘real’ client also, which 
taught me professionalism and improved timekeeping as a 
strict deadline was in place. The brief was to create a set of 
measured CAD drawings including a plan, section, elevation 
and detailed elevation. I am currently a BA2 Architecture 
student with less experience with AutoCAD so I took a very 
atmospheric approach to the brief, doing both quick and 
detailed observational drawings from my visits. In doing so I 
combined my hand drawings with my CAD drawings to create 
a ‘spirit of place’ set of drawings for the client.

So far throughout my degree it was one of the hardest weeks, 
but so rewarding. I look forward to continuing with it and 
seeing how Bastion 6 progresses.”

- Rudy Zissou (BA2) Bay 1 

“It has only been throughout my third year of study that I 
have participated in the Project Office’s design Charrettes 
and competitions and found them to be the most valuable 
experience throughout my learning to date, so I was eager to 
spend the week surveying one of Portsmouth historic defence 
sites.

Throughout the week I received a new insight into measuring 
and calculating the layout of a building with the aid of laser 
measurers, Dumpy levels and good old fashioned tape 
measures, myself and the team combined this technical 
approach with freehand site sketches and observations in 
order to generate a full set of technical drawings. Finally we 
‘stitched’ together the segments to result in a complete set of 
drawings for the entire site.

This fast paced teamwork enabled me to envision the prospect 
of working in a large studio environment in the future. The 
skills and strengths exhibited by each team member left me in 
awe and encouraged in me an ethical respect and admiration 
of teamwork, of which I hope to again find in my own future 
career.

I look forward to seeing the evolution and reuse of Bastion 6 
as a site and wish Ben and Charles the best of luck with its 
transformation.“

- April Battrick (BA3) Bay 4 
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“The Project at Bastion 6, which seeks to restore and repair 
an ancient monument in the north of the city of Portsmouth in 
order to introduce a Centre of Excellence for the Remembrance 
of the First World War, has developed significantly since 
December 2013 when the WW1 Remembrance Centre first 
started looking at developing the site. 
The brick built building had seen abuse from local youths - its 
exterior woodwork had been scorched and in parts completely 
destroyed by fire. After months of work, with partners to 
include Covers, The Army Reserve, 103 Battalion REME and 
Skill Force, we were able to repair aspects of the woodwork 
that improved security and remove the lead-based paint 
that had been placed upon the entire interior of the building 
presenting a risk to the general public.
Another major problem we faced was that the drawings 
provided to us were unclear and we were unable to use 
them in the development of the project. We were in need of 
accurate plans, sections and elevations which depicted the 
building in its current state. At this point, we were fortunate 
enough to enlist the assistance of the Project Office at the 
University of Portsmouth. 
The Project Office visited the site throughout a week in 
February 2015 with roughly twenty students with the aim to 
produce precise drawings that would be effective in the future 
development of the ancient monument into a First World War 
Centre of Excellence. 
Throughout the week, Charles Haskell shared his box 
of artefacts with the students in order to help them fully 
understand the ambition of the project and the great 
importance of their role for its further development. The 
students were also invited to visit the current, established 
museum at Fort Widley which served as a great source 
of inspiration for them. The Project Office team showed 
exceptionally high professionalism through the works they 
produced and presented to us at the end of that week which 
was invaluable for our overall progress. We would not be at 

the stage we are now, without the assistance of the Project 
Office and its enthusiastic students. 
I hope that we will be able to work on a second stage project 
with the Project Office and look at the potential use of the 
spaces inside the building with relation to the insertion of 
a First World War Remembrance Centre. It would be a 
significant loss, if we were unable to progress through our 
journey with the assistance of the University’s staff and 
students. Their insight and imaginative approach to subjects 
have allowed me, as an individual leading a project that has 
the potential to be nationally significant, to see things in ways 
that I would have never comprehended. 
I look forward to, hopefully, a long working relationship with 
the Creative Cultural Industries, its students and the Project 
Office.”

- Ben French, Project Manager, Bastion 6
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